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1
LIFTING ASSEMBLY

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/959,831, filed Aug. 6, 2013, which is a
continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/440,011,
filed Apr. 5, 2012, the contents of each of which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to cranes, hoists, and other
overhead lifting devices. More specifically, the invention
relates to a lifting assembly that is selectively engaged with a
load to be lifted.

Lifting equipment often includes a rigid hook for engaging
and suspending a strap, chain, or trunnion that is coupled to
the load. Depending, in part, on its load rating, the hook can
be large, heavy, and difficult for an operator to manually
manipulate. Where access is limited, and especially where
hazardous or nuclear materials are present, the acts of hook-
ing and unhooking the load can be difficult and dangerous.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, the invention provides a lifting assem-
bly. The lifting assembly includes a link member suspended
from a base along a vertical axis. The lifting assembly also
includes a jaw member pivotally coupled to the link member
about a pivot axis, the jaw member defining a cam portion
having a cam surface such that engaging the cam surface with
aload by lowering the lifting apparatus rotates a portion of the
jaw member into alignment with a latch axis, whereby a latch
pin may be received by the jaw member and the link member.
The jaw member further includes a hooking portion and a
suspension portion disposed between the hooking portion and
the cam portion. The hooking portion includes a receiving
surface that guides the jaw member into engagement with the
load when hooking the load. When the jaw member is in an
open, unlatched position, the receiving surface has a down-
ward slope extending from the hooking portion toward the
suspension portion relative to an axis that is perpendicular to
the vertical axis.

In another embodiment, the invention provides a method of
selectively engaging aload to a lifting apparatus having a link
member suspended along a vertical axis and a jaw member
pivotally coupled to the link member. The method includes
rotating the jaw member about a pivot axis, thereby exposing
a hooking portion of the jaw member. The method further
includes hooking the load with the hooking portion, lowering
the lifting apparatus while engaging a cam surface of the jaw
member upon the load, thereby rotating the jaw member into
alignment with a latch axis of the link member, and latching
the jaw member to the link member. The jaw member
includes a cam portion and a suspension portion disposed
between the hooking portion and the cam portion, the cam
portion defining the cam surface. The step of hooking
includes guiding the jaw member into engagement with the
load with a receiving surface on the hooking portion. When
the jaw member is in an open, unlatched position, the receiv-
ing surface has adownward slope extending from the hooking
portion toward the suspension portion relative to an axis that
is perpendicular to the vertical axis.

Other aspects of the invention will become apparent by
consideration of the detailed description and accompanying
drawings.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a lifting assembly.

FIG. 2 is a side view of the lifting assembly of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view of a portion of the lifting
assembly of FIG. 1, with a jaw member hooking a trunnion of
a load.

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view of a portion of the lifting
assembly of FIG. 1, with a cam surface of the jaw member
engaging the trunnion.

FIG. 5 is a cross sectional view of a portion of the lifting
assembly of FIG. 1, with the trunnion suspended from the jaw
member.

Before any embodiments of the invention are explained in
detail, it is to be understood that the invention is not limited in
its application to the details of construction and the arrange-
ment of components set forth in the following description or
illustrated in the following drawings. The invention is capable
of other embodiments and of being practiced or of being
carried out in various ways.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1, alifting assembly 10 includes an upper
assembly 14, a swivel 18, a link assembly 22, and a jaw
member 26. The lifting assembly 10 is configured to engage
a load for lifting and movement. More specifically, the lifting
assembly 10 is configured to engage a trunnion 30 (FIGS.
3-5) of'aload. The trunnion 30 may be coupled, for example,
to a nuclear fuel assembly, a nuclear fuel cask, or other load.

Referring to FIG. 1, the upper assembly 10 includes a body
34 that rotatably supports an arrangement of pulleys 38. The
pulleys 38 facilitate raising and lowering the lifting assembly
10, including an attached load, when used in conjunction with
a wire rope (i.e. a metallic cable) and a hoist motor (not
shown).

The swivel 18 is rotatably coupled to the body 34. The
swivel 18 includes a connecting portion 50 for pivotally sup-
porting the link assembly 22. More specifically, the connect-
ing portion 50 includes a first support extension 54 and a
second support extension 58. The first support extension 54
and the second support extension 58 each define a swivel
aperture 62.

The link assembly 22 includes a link body 66. The link
body 66 includes a support portion 70 for pivotal engagement
with the support extensions 54 and 58 of the swivel 18. The
support portion 70 defines a link support aperture 74 (FIGS.
3-5). With the support portion disposed between the first
support extension 54 and the second support extension 58, the
link support aperture 74 is aligned with the swivel apertures
62 along a link pivot axis 78 (FIG. 1). A link pivot pin 82 is
inserted through the swivel apertures 62 and the link support
aperture 74 to pivotally couple the link assembly 22 to the
swivel 18. A link pivot retainer plate 86 is fixedly coupled to
the connecting portion 50 to inhibit the link pivot pin 82 from
movement.

The link body 66 further includes a first leg portion 90 and
a second leg portion 94. The first leg portion 90 defines a first
jaw cutout 98 for receiving a portion of the jaw member 26.
The first leg portion 90 further defines a link pivot aperture
104 oriented along a jaw pivot axis 108. The jaw pivot axis
108 is substantially parallel to the link pivot axis 78. A jaw
pivot pin 112 is disposed within the jaw pivot aperture 108. A
jaw pivot retainer plate 116 is fixedly coupled to the link body
66 to inhibit the jaw pivot pin 112 from movement.

The second leg portion 94 defines a second jaw cutout 120
for receiving a portion of the jaw member 26. The second leg
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portion 94 further defines a link latch aperture 124 oriented
along a jaw latch axis 128. The jaw latch axis 128 is substan-
tially parallel to the link pivot axis 78 and jaw pivot axis 108.

A trunnion recess 132 is defined in the link body 66,
between the first leg portion 90 and the second leg portion 94.
As illustrated in FIG. 4, the trunnion recess 132 is sized and
configured to slidably receive the trunnion 30 during actua-
tion of the jaw member 26. Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the
trunnion recess 132 includes substantially parallel wall por-
tions 136, an inlet portion 140 with fillets 144 for smooth
engagement with the trunnion 30, and a radiused end portion
148.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the link assembly 22 further
includes a latch pin cover 152. The latch pin cover 152 is
pivotally coupled to the link body 66, more specifically, to the
second arm portion 94. In a closed position (FIG. 1), the latch
pin cover 152 extends across the second arm portion 94 to
obstruct both ends of the link latch aperture 124. In an open
position (FIG. 2), the latch pin cover 152 is rotated away from
the second arm portion 94, thereby exposing the link latch
aperture 124. With the link latch aperture 124 exposed, a jaw
latch pin 156 may be selectively inserted or removed from the
link latch aperture 124, along the jaw latch axis 128.

Referring to FIG. 2, a detachable pin handle 160 is pro-
vided with the lifting assembly 10. The pin handle 160
includes a T-shaped body 164 with an end portion 168. The
end portion 168 may be selectively engaged with a corre-
sponding aperture 172 of the jaw latch pin 156 to facilitate
inserting and withdrawing the jaw latch pin 156 from the link
latch aperture 124. In one construction, the pin aperture 172
includes a female threaded portion and the end portion 168 of
the pin handle 160 includes a male threaded portion. When
notin use, the pin handle 160 is detachably coupled to the link
body 66.

With the jaw latch pin 156 removed, the jaw member 26 is
rotatable between a closed position (FIGS. 1, 4 and 5) and an
open position (FIG. 3 and broken line illustration of FIG. 2).
Referring now to FIG. 3, the jaw member 26 includes a
hooking portion 176, a cam portion 180, and a suspension
portion 184 disposed between the hooking portion 176 and
the cam portion 180.

The hooking portion 176 includes a jaw latch aperture 188.
The jaw latch aperture 188 is sized to slidably receive the jaw
latch pin 156. When the jaw member 26 is rotated to the
closed position (FIGS. 1, 4 and 5), the jaw latch pin 156 may
be inserted through the link latch aperture 124 and jaw latch
aperture 188 along the jaw latch axis 128 (FIG. 1).

Referring to FIG. 3, the hooking portion 176 further
defines a receiving surface 192. The receiving surface 192 is
configured to guide the jaw member 26 into engagement with
the trunnion 30 when hooking a load. The receiving surface
192 includes a rounded end portion 196 and extends to the
suspension portion 184. With the jaw member 26 in the open
position, the receiving surface 192 has a downward slope 8
relative to a horizontal axis 202.

The cam portion 180 includes a jaw pivot aperture 206. The
jaw pivot aperture 206 is sized to slidably receive the jaw
pivot pin 112, such that the jaw member 26 is pivotally
coupled to the first leg portion 90 about the jaw pivot pin 112.
The cam portion 206 also includes a cam tip 210 and a cam
surface 214. As shown in FIG. 3, the cam tip 210 contacts the
wall portion 136 of the trunnion recess 132 when the jaw
member 26 is in an open position, thereby stabilizing the jaw
member 26 to facilitate hooking and unloading of a load.

The cam surface 214 is disposed substantially opposite,
and substantially facing, the receiving surface 192. The cam
surface 214 has a curvature 218 between the suspension por-
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tion 184 and the cam tip 210. As shown in FIG. 3, when the
jaw member 26 is in the open position, and the trunnion 30 is
disposed between the receiving surface 192 and the cam
surface 214, the trunnion 30 is substantially aligned with the
trunnion recess 132 of the link body 66. When the lifting
assembly 10 is lowered upon the trunnion 30, contact
between the cam surface 214 and the trunnion 30 causes the
jaw member 26 to rotate about jaw pivot axis 108.

Referring to FIG. 4, rotation of the jaw member 26 about
the jaw pivot axis 108 continues as the lifting assembly 10 is
lowered, until the jaw latch aperture 188 is substantially
aligned with the link latch aperture 124. Once the jaw latch
aperture 188 and link latch aperture 124 are aligned, a user
can open the latch pin cover 152 (if not open already), insert
the jaw latch pin 156, and close the jaw latch cover 152.

Referring to FIG. 5, with the jaw member 26 latched in the
closed position, raising the lifting assembly 10 engages the
trunnion 30 with the suspension portion 184 of the jaw mem-
ber 26. The suspension portion 184 includes a suspension
surface 222. The suspension surface 222 has a radius R cor-
responding to the trunnion 30, such that forces from the load
are distributed on the suspension surface 222.

In order to unload the lifting assembly 10, the steps of
FIGS. 3-5 are reversed. With the load safely positioned, the
lifting assembly 10 is lowered upon the trunnion 30, as illus-
trated in FIG. 4. The latch pin cover 152 is opened and the jaw
latch pin 156 is withdrawn, as illustrated in FIG. 1. With the
latch pin 156 withdrawn, the jaw member 26 rotates to the
open position, as shown in FIG. 3, and the jaw member 26 is
unhooked from the trunnion 30.

Thus, the invention provides, among other things, a lifting
assembly. Various features and advantages of the invention
are set forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A lifting apparatus comprising:

a link member suspended from a base along a vertical axis;

and

a jaw member pivotally coupled to the link member about

a pivot axis, the jaw member defining a cam portion
having a cam surface such that engaging the cam surface
with a load by lowering the lifting apparatus rotates a
portion of the jaw member into alignment with a latch
axis, wherein the pivot axis and latch axis are disposed
on opposing sides of the vertical axis, whereby a latch
pin may be received by the jaw member and the link
member, the jaw member further including a hooking
portion and a suspension portion disposed between the
hooking portion and the cam portion;

wherein the hooking portion includes a receiving surface

that guides the jaw member into engagement with the
load when hooking the load, and wherein when the jaw
member is in an open, unlatched position, the receiving
surface has a downward slope extending from the hook-
ing portion toward the suspension portion relative to an
axis that is perpendicular to the vertical axis.

2. The lifting apparatus of claim 1 wherein the pivot axis
and latch axis are disposed on a plane that is substantially
non-parallel to the vertical axis.

3. The lifting apparatus of claim 1 wherein the pivot axis
and latch axis are disposed on a plane that is perpendicular to
the vertical axis.

4. The lifting assembly of claim 1 wherein the link member
includes a first leg portion defining the jaw pivot axis and a
second leg portion defining the jaw latch axis, and wherein a
recess is defined between the first leg portion and the second
leg portion.
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5. The lifting apparatus of claim 4, wherein the recess is
substantially U-shaped.

6. The lifting apparatus of claim 1 wherein the base com-
prises a swivel.

7. The lifting apparatus of claim 6 wherein the link member
is pivotally coupled to the swivel about a link pivot pin
extending through the vertical axis.

8. The lifting apparatus of claim 1 wherein the pivot axis is
substantially perpendicular to the vertical axis.

9. The lifting apparatus of claim 1 wherein the receiving
surface substantially faces the cam surface.

10. The lifting apparatus of claim 9 wherein the suspension
portion includes a suspension surface configured to receive a
trunnion of the load.

11. The lifting apparatus of claim 1 and further comprising
a latch pin, and wherein the hooking portion defines an aper-
ture for receiving the latch pin.

12. The lifting apparatus of claim 1 and further comprising
a pivot pin, and wherein the cam portion defines an aperture
for receiving the pivot pin.

13. The lifting apparatus of claim 12, wherein the jaw
member is pivotally coupled to the link member about the
pivot pin.

14. The lifting apparatus of claim 1 wherein the jaw mem-
ber is pivotable between a first position, wherein the jaw
member is open to receive a trunnion of the load, and a second
position, wherein the trunnion is substantially captured by the
jaw member and the link member.

15. A method of selectively engaging a load to a lifting
apparatus having a link member suspended along a vertical
axis and a jaw member pivotally coupled to the link member,
the method comprising:

rotating the jaw member about a pivot axis, thereby expos-

ing a hooking portion of the jaw member;

hooking the load with the hooking portion;

lowering the lifting apparatus while engaging a cam sur-

face of the jaw member upon the load, thereby rotating

the jaw member into alignment with a latch axis of the

link member, the pivot axis and the latch axis being

disposed on opposing sides of the vertical axis; and
latching the jaw member to the link member;

wherein the jaw member includes a cam portion and a

suspension portion disposed between the hooking por-
tion and the cam portion, the cam portion defining the
cam surface, and wherein the step of hooking includes
guiding the jaw member into engagement with the load
with a receiving surface on the hooking portion, and
wherein when the jaw member is in an open, unlatched
position, the receiving surface has a downward slope
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extending from the hooking portion toward the suspen-
sion portion relative to an axis that is perpendicular to
the vertical axis.

16. The method of claim 15 and further comprising raising
the lifting apparatus along the vertical axis to lift the load.

17. The method of claim 15 and further comprising engag-
ing a suspension portion of the jaw member with the load.

18. The method of claim 15 and further comprising:

supporting the load to provide slack between the jaw mem-

ber and the load;

unlatching the link member from the jaw member;

raising the lifting apparatus, thereby allowing the jaw

member to rotate about the pivot axis; and
withdrawing the hook portion from the load.

19. The method of claim 15 and further comprising receiv-
ing the load in a recess of the link member.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the link member
includes a first leg portion defining the pivot axis and a second
leg portion defining the latch axis, and wherein the recess is
defined between the first leg portion and the second leg por-
tion.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the recess is substan-
tially U-shaped.

22. A lifting apparatus comprising:

a link member suspended from a base along a vertical axis;

and
a jaw member pivotally coupled to the link member about
a pivot axis, the jaw member defining a cam portion
having a cam surface such that engaging the cam surface
with a load by lowering the lifting apparatus rotates a
portion of the jaw member into alignment with a latch
axis, whereby a latch pin may be received by the jaw
member and the link member, the jaw member further
including a hooking portion and a suspension portion
disposed between the hooking portion and the cam por-
tion;
wherein the hooking portion includes a receiving surface
that guides the jaw member into engagement with the
load when hooking the load, and wherein when the jaw
member is in an open, unlatched position, the receiving
surface has a downward slope extending from the hook-
ing portion toward the suspension portion relative to an
axis that is perpendicular to the vertical axis; and

wherein the link member includes a first leg portion defin-
ing the pivot axis and a second leg portion defining the
latch axis, and wherein a recess is defined between the
first leg portion and the second leg portion.

23. The lifting apparatus of claim 22, wherein the recess is
substantially U-shaped.
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